
 

M r. John M uleta  

Chief of the W ireless Telecom m unications Bureau 

Federal Com m unications Com m ission  

445 Twelfth St, SW   

W ashington DC, 20554 

 

 

Subject:  Im proving Public Safety Com m unications in the 800 M H z Band (W T Docket N o. 

02-55) / 900 M H z Spectrum  Reallocation (DA 04-3013)  

 

 

Dear M r. M uleta, 
 
 

W e at N ortheast U tilities filed a num ber of 896 - 901 M H z / 935 - 940 M H z 

applications just before the 900 M H z filing freeze.  W e are im plem enting a new 900 M H z 

m obile radio network as a last resort because we cannot rem ain on the low-band VH F 

spectrum , m ainly for worker safety reasons.  There are too m any noise problem s with our 

30 - 50 M H z system  to consider replacing the system  - the bulk of which has been in service 

for over twenty years - with another low-band VH F system .  It is also im portant to us to 

consider future uses for the new m obile radio network, including but not lim ited to: data to 

the vehicles for autom ating the dispatching of crews, providing technical data needed in the 

field, and autom ating the electric distribution system  to reduce outage tim es and im prove 

safety of the public and first responders to the scene of a downed wire.   

 

 

Northeast 
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Northeast Utilities Service Com pany 
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The applications that w e filed are not nearly com plete with respect to the possible 

future needs for this system .  Although we should be able to reuse the sam e spectrum  

within our coordinated areas of operation across Connecticut and W estern M assachusetts, 

we also have territory in N ew H am pshire which was not included in our original filings.  

Our budget constraints won't allow us to build the whole system  at once.  If we needed to 

purchase spectrum  at Auction on top of the huge expense we are already faced with to 

provide adequate coverage at these frequencies, it would take m any years for us to be able 

to provide these urgently needed services.  Our custom ers would lose as well, because the 

m oney spent would be recovered in our rates to them .   

 

Considering the lack of available licensable spectrum  in the VH F and U H F bands, 

please understand that auctioning what rem ains of the 900 M H z Private Land M obile 

Spectrum  w ould not be in the best interest of critical infrastructure groups such as utilities, 

or consequently, of the public. 

 

Respectfully, 
 
 
Dorothy C. W rona 

IT – Telecom m unications Engineer 

N ortheast U tilities Service Com pany 

 


